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Fences are a key component of a
pasture management system.
Planning and controlling live-
stock movement allows you to
ensure adequate resting and
grazing of pastures. Establishing
fencing that meets your opera-
tion’s needs can help you more
effectively manage your system.

There are many types of fences
available, varying from perma-
nent to temporary, and a wide
range of costs. When selecting a
fence for your system consider: 
✔ Topography

✔ Livestock

✔ Cost

✔ Availability of power

✔ Maintenance

✔ Flexibility

Other considerations include:
establishing a manageable num-
ber of paddocks to evenly distrib-
ute forage supply; placing gates
to make moving livestock easy;
and fencing ditches and gullies
separately to minimize potential
erosion problems. It may be nec-

essary to have a holding pen
with electric fence to train live-
stock. In addition, special fencing
considerations may be needed to
prevent problems with predators
in grazing systems for sheep. 

Portable electric
Portable electric fencing is light-
weight, portable and easy to
arrange. It is reasonably priced,
although you must also consider
costs of electric or solar power.
Temporary electric fences
weather poorly and require regu-
lar maintenance.

Hi-tensile wire 
Electrified single or double
strand hi-tensile wire fencing is
often used for interior bound-
aries. Multi-strand hi-tensile
wire (5-11 wires) is used for
boundaries. Hi-tensile wire
fences are easy to install but
require regular maintenance.

Barbed wire
Barbed wire fencing controls cat-
tle and sheep very well, but may
cause injuries to horses. Labor
and material costs are high, and
periodic maintenance is required.

GOOD FENCES MAKE GOOD PASTURES

When using electric fencing, it’s important to
select an energizer large enough to meet your
system’s needs.

RELATIVE COST* OF VARIOUS FENCES
Cost range per 1/4 mile (1,320 feet)Cost range per 1/4 mile (1,320 feet)

1 - strand 16 ga cable, 
all 3/8" fiberg., 50', w/reel

1 - strand polytape 
w/step-in posts

1 - strand polywire 
w/ step-in posts

4 - barb, 15 ga, 4 steel: 
1 wood linepost, 20' w/stay
4 - barb, 12.5 ga, 4 steel: 

1 wood, 15' w/stay
5 - barb, 15 ga, 4 steel: 

1 wood, 20' w/stay
5 - barb, 12.5 ga, 4 steel: 

1 wood, 15' w/stay

8 - strand 12.5 ga, hi-tensile,+, 
1 wood linepost:1 fiberg., 20' 
5 - strand 12.5 ga hi-tensile, 

1 wood: 3 fiber., 30' 
4 - strand 12.5 ga hi-tensile, 

1 wood:9 fiberg., 30'
3 - strand 12.5 ga hi-tensile, 

1 wood: 9 fiberg., 40'
1- strand 12.5 ga hi-tensile, 

1 wood: 9 fiberg., 50'

47" woven wire + barb, 
4 steel:1 wood linepost, 12'
47" woven wire + 1 barb, 
all wood line posts, 12'

cost range: $1,500-$2,000 cost range: $700-$1000       cost range: $100-$1000 cost range: $100 - 115

*Cost estimates include
labor and materials.


